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4.16.3 Building 582: Segregated Storage (Type unknown) 
 
 This standing, three-bay building is rectangular in shape with a shed roof (Figure 146).  
The doors are heavy steel with ventilation openings near the roofline.  The building is 
constructed of hollow clay tile and brick (used for infill near the roof) set on a concrete block 
foundation. 
 

 
Figure 146: Features of Building 582, segregated storage 
 

4.16.4 Buildings 583 and 590: Underground Magazine (Type unknown) 
 
 These two buildings are typical “Igloo” styles ordnance storage buildings.  They feature 
heavy, steel doors, and a concrete structure partially covered with earth.  A delivery road serves 
the door, which protected on the other side by a concrete blast shield (Figure 147 and Figure 
148). 
 

Figure 147: Features of Building 583, underground magazine 
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Figure 148: Features of Building 590, underground magazine 
 

4.16.5 Building 591: Chemical Storage (Type SH-18) 
 
 The only remaining evidence of this 
building is the concrete slab (Figure 149). 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 149: Features of Building 591, chemical 
storage 
 

 

4.16.6 Building 592: Pyrotechnic Building (Type OSH-1) 
 

 This is small building that once rested on 
a concrete slab (Figure 150). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 150: Features of Building 592, pyrotechnic 
building 
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4.16.7 Building 593: Small Arms (TSA-2) 
 

 A long, rectangular building with two 
rooms, set on a concrete slab (Figure 151). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 151: Features of Building 593, small arms 
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5.0 SITE SUMMARY 
 

The Hobbs Army Air Field was active as a B-17 pilot training and four-engine 
maintenance training base, and temporary aircraft storage depot between 1942 and 1948.  The 
site of the former air field consists primarily of foundations that once supported standardized 
U.S. Army Air Force buildings and structures constructed between 1942 and 1944.  The 
archaeological remains represent buildings located in the cantonment area including barracks, 
lavatories, administrative and supply buildings, training and classroom buildings, several types 
buildings associated with the hospital, warehouses in the base’s Sub-Depot, and aircraft 
maintenance buildings located along the flight line.  There is also a systematic layout of streets 
and utility lines, and six railroad spur lines leading from the main tracks of the Texas-New 
Mexico Railway to the warehouses.  An ordnance depot is situated in the far southeast corner of 
the base.  
 

The HAAF was an important component of the Air Force Western Flying Command and, 
together with Lockbourne AAF in Ohio and Hendrick AAF in Florida these were the only three B-
17 pilot training schools in the country.  HAAF played a critical role in preparing pilots for 
bombing mission in both the European and Pacific theaters of war.  At the end of the war, the 
base was used for “pickling” P-71 and A-26 aircraft for storage and eventual transport to 
National Guard units across the country. 
 

Following the war, the air field was eventually decommissioned and the buildings and 
structures were declared surplus.  The War Assets Administration then began selling these 
buildings to the general public and institutions such as school districts to offset the lack of new 
construction during wartime.  Ownership of the land, together with existing buildings was 
deeded back to the City of Hobbs, who began to make plans for the construction of a park, golf 
course, and development of the area into an industrial park.  
 

This redevelopment has resulted in considerable damage and disturbed to the 
archaeological remains associated with the air field, including the complete removal of any 
vestiges of specific areas, such as the officer’s quarters, mess hall, and club and the 
administrative center of the base.  As a result of these actions, it is difficult to ascertain the 
functions of the building foundations without the original engineering documents and building 
inventory lists.  It is conservatively estimated that less than a third of the original base is still 
recognizable and has the ability to convey information about its original form and function. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Memorandum of Agreement Between the City of Hobbs 
And the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Officer 

 










