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4.16.3 Building 582: Segregated Storage (Type unknown)

This standing, three-bay building is rectangular in shape with a shed roof (Figure 146).
The doors are heavy steel with ventilation openings near the roofline. The building is
constructed of hollow clay tile and brick (used for infill near the roof) set on a concrete block
foundation.

SHED ROOF, 3 BAY STRUCTURE HOLLOW CLAY TILE DETAIL
Figure 146: Features of Building 582, segregated storage

4.16.4 Buildings 583 and 590: Underground Magazine (Type unknown)

These two buildings are typical “Igloo” styles ordnance storage buildings. They feature
heavy, steel doors, and a concrete structure partially covered with earth. A delivery road serves
the door, which protected on the other side by a concrete blast shield (Figure 147 and Figure
148).

Figure 147: Features of Building 583, underground magazine
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CONCRETE ARCH & VENT MAGAZINE DOOR
Figure 148: Features of Building 590, underground magazine

4.16.5 Building 591: Chemical Storage (Type SH-18)

The only remaining evidence of this
building is the concrete slab (Figure 149).

Figure 149: Features of Building 591, chemical
storage

4.16.6 Building 592: Pyrotechnic Building (Type OSH-1)

This is small building that once rested on
a concrete slab (Figure 150).

Figure 150: Features of Building 592, pyrotechnic
building
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4.16.7 Building 593: Small Arms (TSA-2)

A long, rectangular building with two
rooms, set on a concrete slab (Figure 151).

Figure 151: Features of Building 593, small arms
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5.0 SITE SUMMARY

The Hobbs Army Air Field was active as a B-17 pilot training and four-engine
maintenance training base, and temporary aircraft storage depot between 1942 and 1948. The
site of the former air field consists primarily of foundations that once supported standardized
U.S. Army Air Force buildings and structures constructed between 1942 and 1944. The
archaeological remains represent buildings located in the cantonment area including barracks,
lavatories, administrative and supply buildings, training and classroom buildings, several types
buildings associated with the hospital, warehouses in the base’s Sub-Depot, and aircraft
maintenance buildings located along the flight line. There is also a systematic layout of streets
and utility lines, and six railroad spur lines leading from the main tracks of the Texas-New
Mexico Railway to the warehouses. An ordnance depot is situated in the far southeast corner of
the base.

The HAAF was an important component of the Air Force Western Flying Command and,
together with Lockbourne AAF in Ohio and Hendrick AAF in Florida these were the only three B-
17 pilot training schools in the country. HAAF played a critical role in preparing pilots for
bombing mission in both the European and Pacific theaters of war. At the end of the war, the
base was used for “pickling” P-71 and A-26 aircraft for storage and eventual transport to
National Guard units across the country.

Following the war, the air field was eventually decommissioned and the buildings and
structures were declared surplus. The War Assets Administration then began selling these
buildings to the general public and institutions such as school districts to offset the lack of new
construction during wartime. Ownership of the land, together with existing buildings was
deeded back to the City of Hobbs, who began to make plans for the construction of a park, golf
course, and development of the area into an industrial park.

This redevelopment has resulted in considerable damage and disturbed to the
archaeological remains associated with the air field, including the complete removal of any
vestiges of specific areas, such as the officer's quarters, mess hall, and club and the
administrative center of the base. As a result of these actions, it is difficult to ascertain the
functions of the building foundations without the original engineering documents and building
inventory lists. It is conservatively estimated that less than a third of the original base is still
recognizable and has the ability to convey information about its original form and function.
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APPENDIX A

Memorandum of Agreement Between the City of Hobbs
And the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Officer
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE CITY OF HOBBS, NEW MEXICO AND THE
NEW MEXICO STATE PRESERVATION OFFICER
REGARDING ONGOING DEVELOPMENT OF THE HOBBS
INDUSTRIAL AIR PARK

WHEREAS, the City of Hobbs, New Mexico (hereinafter “City™) has been awarded
federal grants from the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD) and the
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) to develop industrial infrastructure as part of the
Hobbs Industrial Air Park (HIAP), which is located 6 miles northwest of the City of Hobbs in
Lea County, New Mexico at Township 18 South, Ranges 37 and 38 East, Sections 1, 2, 11,
and 12. In 1942, the U.S. Army constructed the Hobbs Army Air Field (HAAF) as a training
facility for B-17 flight crews. The Army decommissioned the field after World War 1I and
sold the land to the City in 1951. The ongoing development promotes growth of light
industrial businesses at the HIAP; and

WHEREAS, the City, HUD and DOT have identified the proposed development of
the HIAP infrastructure as constituting an undertaking, as described in Section 106 of the
MNation Historic Preservation Act, 16 U.8.C. 470f, and

WHEREAS, the HUD and DOT have determined that the undertaking has the
potential to adversely affect properties that are eligible for inclusion in the National Register
of Historic Places, which are associated with the HAAF; and

WHEREAS, the City and the New Mexico State Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO) have determined that the HAAF itself is a property or district that is eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under criterion “a” of 36 CFR 60.4 for its
important historical role as a bomber training facility during World War II; and

WHEREAS, it is the City’s proposed ongoing development of the HIAP within the
formally occupied lands of the HAAF that is the subject of this Memorandum of Agreement
{(MOA); and

WHEREAS, the City on behalf of HUD has consulted with the SHPO, concerning
this undertaking in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
and implementing regulations at 36 CFR Part 800; and

WHEREAS, the City has established that in addition to the effects on the HAAF
itself, the area of potential effects (APE) of the proposed HIAP include only those areas
previously disturbed by construction or ground disturbing activitics associated with the
HAAF within the APE defined as (see attached map, Appendix 1); and

WHEREAS, the City and the SHPO have determined that the HIAP infrastructure
development will have an adverse effect upon the HAAF district located within the APE; and
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WHEREAS, the City has consulted with the SHPO in accordance with Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 470) and its implementing regulations (36
CFR 800.6) to resolve the adverse effects of the proposed HIAP development on historic
properties; and

WHEREAS, on August 03, 2006, HUD and DOT were made aware of this MOA,
and were invited to be signatories, but have declined; and

WHEREAS, on August 03, 2006, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation was
invited to be a signatory to this MOA, but declined.

NOW, THEREFORE, the City and the SHPO agree that upon the City’s decision 1o
proceed with the HIAP infrastructure development, the City shall ensure that the following
stipulations are implemented to satisfy the City’s Section 106 responsibilities with respect to
the to HIAP infrastructure development.

Stipulations

1. Documentation of the HAAF: The City shall ensure that the following recordation
measures of the HAAF are carried out:

a. A historical narrative report shall be produced written for the general public 1o
understand the importance of the HAAF. A historian shall prepare the historical
narrative report. The historian shall meet the Secretary of Interior's Standards for
Professional Qualifications (1983; 48 FR 44716). The NPS offers guidance on the
preparation of historic documentation.

b. The City shall also provide copies of archivally stable maps and photographs,
recent and historic, if available, as part of the documentation.
1) Photographs shall be black and white 35 mm and printed on archivally stable
paper (not developed on color paper);
2) A key plan shall be prepared for all photographs submitted;
3) Aerial photographs shall show the HAAF.

¢. The historical document shall be written and made available to the general public;

d. For future undertakings that occur within the disturbed boundaries of the HIAP, as
defined in this MOA, and that concern the HAAF and its associated historic
properties, the historical document will serve as a mitigation measure concerning the
potential ongoing adverse effects to the HAAF and its associated historic propertics,
and shall be referenced as such in consultation requests to the SHPO regarding each
undertaking.

e. The City will further research the history of the Clubhouse building on the Ocotillo
Golf Course at the HIAP to determine if the structure was part of the HAAF, and 1f
50, to further determine the history of the structure and the extent of renovation(s) of
it over time. The City’s written findings with regard to the Clubhouse building will
be reported to SHPO for review and comment.
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f. The City will ensure that the stipulations will be carried out on or before September
1, 2008. The City may request in writing an extension from the SHPO at least 30

days prior to September 1, 2008,

2. Drafit Review by the SHPQ: The City shall submit a draft of the historical document to
the SHPO for review by November 2006. The SHPO shall have 30-days to review the
draft document. The SHPO will respond to the City in writing regarding the SHPO's
comments on the historical document. The SHPO will provide written comments and
request changes, if necessary, for inclusion in the final document.

3. Final Historical Document Dissemination: Upon acceptance by the SHPO, the City shall
provide one (1) copy of the final HAAF historical documentation package (including
maps, aerials, and photographs) to the New Mexico State Library and Archive in Santa
Fe. The City shall also produce copies of the historical documentation package that shall
include reduced paper reproductions to be distributed as follows: one (1) copy shall be
provided to the community library of Hobbs; one (1) copy shall be kept on file by the
City of Hobbs, and two (2) copies shall be provided to the SHPO, one of which the
SHPO will provide to the Laboratory of Anthropology, Museum of New Mexico for
inclusion into the Archaeological Records Files in Santa Fe. In addition, one (1) digital
copy of the text will be provided to SHPO.

4.Discovery: In the event that prehistoric or human remains are uncovered during any
construction activity within the HIAP, work shall cease immediately and the remains
protected from further disturbance and the SHPO, ACHP and affiliated Indian tribes must
be notified within 48 hours by the City, pursuant to 36 CFR 800.13(b). The City’s law
enforcement shall be called to the scene and the Office of the Medical Examiner notified
pursuant to state statute section 18-6-11.2 NMSA 1978. The City and the SHPO, in
consultation with the an archaeologist who holds a state annual unmarked human bunal
excavation permit, will determine steps to be taken to document, protect or remove the
remains, in compliance with state law.

Anytime work has ceased as outlined above, it will resume with the City’s permission
after the SHPO has reviewed the completion of documentation and provided concurrence
on actions to avoid or mitigate harm to significant cultural materials.

5. Consultation Review: The SHPO will review activities carried out pursuant to this MOA
and future undertakings in the HIAP. The City will cooperate with the SHPO m carrying
out their review responsibilities.

6. Completion of Agreement: In the event that the City does not carry out the terms of this
MOA, the City will comply with 36 CFR 800.4 through 800.6 with regard to individual
undertakings covered by this MOA.

7. Amendment: This MOA may be amended by written agreement of the parties hereto,
whereby the parties will consult in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6 (c)(4) to consider
such amendment. Requests and reasons for any amendments shall be proposed to the
City. The City shall inform all other parties and request their views. All signatories to this
agreement must agree to the amendments before it shall take effect.
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8. Termination: If the City determines that it cannot implement the terms of this MOA, or
the SHPO determines that the MOA is not being properly implemented, any party to this
MOA may propose that it be terminated by providing thirty (30) days notice to the other
parties, provided that the parties will consult during the period prior to termination to
seek agreement of amendments or other actions that would avoid termination. In the
event of termination, the City will comply with 36 CFR Part 800.4 through 800.6 with
regard to individual undertakings covered by this MOA.

Execution and implementation of this MOA evidences the City's compliance with
Section 106 of NHPA for the HIAP infrastructure development.

City of Hobbs

By: "7 ] Date: 4‘;‘ F/ 0C

MONTY D. NEWMAN, Mayor

Department of Cultural Affairs, Historic Preservation Division

By:/\/awlj-% ULD-QL Date: ?‘/ﬁ/ 0

KATHERINE A. SLICK, State Historic Preservation Officer
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